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ZEHURDES, a Kathmandu-based freedom of expression monitoring group, expresses c.. J

Army officer threatens jou

21 December 2007 1 send

(FM1/IFE=) - Sagar Shrestha, a photojournalist with *MNaya Patrika Daily”, Rajesh
Gurung, a photojournalist with *The Himalayan Times”, and journalists Khagendra
Panta and Dipendra Kunwar were verbally abused by an army officer when they
went to a suspected burial site in Shivapur Mational Park in Kathrmmandu on 20
December 2007,

The journalists, along with human rights actbivists, were threatened by Lt Colonial
Rajiv Shah when they reached the site to gather news, According to Sagar Shrestha,
Shah threatened them, saying, "vYou people are not true journalists, All of you are
tryving to conspire against the army to defarme it." Shah then abused the team with
vulgar language and also threatened them f they did not leave immediately,

The Federation of Mepall Journalists (FM1) has condemned the incident, Creating
obstacles that prevent professional journalists from gathering news is a shameful
act, No one should hinder journalists in their work of informing people. The
Federation has urged the government to take action against the guilty party and
ensure that similar incidents do not take place in the future,

For further information contact R, B, Khatry, Executive Director, FMNI, Media Village,
Tilganga, kathmandu, Mepal, tel: +977 1 449 0063 / 3873, fax: +977 1 449 0085,
e-mail; fnjinepal@mail.com.np, rb.khatry@gmail.com, mediamonitor@fnjnepal.org,
Internet: http: f /fwww.fnjnepal.org/f
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