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An UNMIN helicopter flying from the cantonment site in Sindhuli,
in the east of Nepal, to Kathmandu on Monday 3 March, crashed
near the village of Bethan in Ramechhap district. All ten people on
board were killed: seven UNMIN personnel, and three crew
members. On 8 March the helicopter engineer died. These pages are
dedicated to their memory.
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Lieutenant Colonel Bhim Bahadur Gurung (born 3 August, 1950) joined UNMIN as a Liaison Officer in
the Arms Monitoring Office in January 2008, having previously worked with the Nepal Ministry of Peace
and Reconstruction as Commander of the Interim Task Force. He had also served in the Indian Army, rising
to the rank of Commanding Officer before returning to Nepal in 2004.

Lt. Col. Gurung was deeply committed to Nepal’s peace process, playing a key role in establishing the ITF
in Maoist cantonment sites in 2007 and returning to head up the team of former ITF officers in support of
arms monitoring. “Lt. Col. Gurung had immense influence on his colleagues in the cantonment sites to
make things function with ease for the arms monitors on the ground,” says his colleague Ratan Ghazmere.

Lt Col. Gurung is survived by his wife, Chandra Gurung, two daughters Geeta and Sangeeta and son,
Jeevan Singh.
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Rabindra Khaniya (born 25 April, 1975) joined UNMIN in August 2007 as an Administrative/Language
Assistant in the Arms Monitoring Office. Prior to this he had been a Paralegal Associate at the Penal Reform
International, South Asia Regional Office.

Khaniya had a Master of Arts degree in Political Science and was preparing for final exams for a Master of
Laws degree in Constitutional Law. Colleagues praised him for his professionalism, warm personality and
commitment to bringing peace to Nepal. “Rabindra, meaning ‘ray of light’, as his name suggests, was a
person who always radiated rays of warmth, friendship, goodness and happiness wherever he went,” says
fellow Language Assistant Sarojna Rai.

Khaniya is survived by his father, Devendra, mother, Chet Kumari and brothers, Rajendra, Bhupendra
and Deependra.
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Rajesh Maharjan (born 3 August, 1979) had been a Vehicle Mechanic in the Transport Section of UNMIN
since June 2007. Before joining UNMIN, he worked as Senior Mechanic and Driver at Kailashpati Motor
Workshop.

Maharjan won many hearts with his calm manner and ever-present smile. “In my 10 years of professional
driving career, | have never seen someone as efficient as him. He knew every little detail of his work and was
always ready to share his knowledge with others,” says Bidur Silwal from the Transport Section. Another
colleague, Ram Krishna Bhandari, adds, “Rajesh was experienced and knew his job well, but what mattered
most was that he was good at heart.”

Maharjan is survived by his mother, Masin, father Siddhi Bahadur, brothers, Bhairaja, Milan, Renkumar and
Rajkumar, and sisters Bekhal, Harimaya and Rasna.

<SS

TN " (e AT 3 TR qR9%) IR R009 FH TANG ATHTAHRT ATATATA TETHRT FATE AT
HFTRFT &THT FATT gIg=T | AFATHA] FMH & THIS Fel HATTaq 6T THIIAT TSl
FAF T ANS HPNARH BIAT HREAT gAgAl |

S35

TESTH AT 9= T T g HEhTAol 8¢ebl O fieasqer forar | 837 oo =o1 ad ey
ATAF UL HTH TEIHT AT AEAGTT I AT F&T 3% BIET TIPSt | ST ATHT BIHPT
FEIT=T AT FT I ATeT greAT T AThel ATehl h AT i ST 98 qaR g+, ardrand
e fagy faaara agme | AHl FEhHl AHEW USRI THegw3, “SHI Aa+ar 97 T Iqars
ATHT BTHRT TLAT T BT ATeT AT | a% ATH=ST I Sl BT I+ Ushad Tgadr faq 17

Hesqel qarAr Setel oar w4, frar fafgeemz, seew gewsn, faed, Wear ¥ IeEEr,
g 74 ¥ [GhE® 9@d, g ¥ 3T Hesd aiers |



Lieutenant Colonel Sondang Irawan (born 28 November, 1966) of Indonesia started at UNMIN in January
2008. Priorto joining this Mission, he was with the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL)
in 2000-1.

Gregarious and quick to learn, Lt. Col. Irawan was always willing to take on additional tasks, according to
Lt. Col. Fuzi Taib of Malaysia, who was training him in logistics. Team Leader Lt. Col. Habila Vintenaba of
Nigeria was also full of praise for the Indonesian officer. “He laughed a lot, very impressive in his turnout,
and he wasn't a shy officer. He always accepted any responsibility assigned to him.”

Lt.Col. Irawan is survived by his wife, Purawati, son, Sondang E. Iranwanti and daughter, Sondang
Mei-Dwi Irawanti.
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Major Famara Jammeh (born 1 January, 1974) of the Gambia had been with UNMIN since June 2007 and
was as a team member in Main Cantonment Site 2, Sindhuli. Prior to joining this Mission, he had served
in the Gambian military and also worked at the United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE)
in 2003-4.

Gentle by nature, he made a lasting impression on his colleagues with his strong work ethic, respectful
demeanour and intense loyalty. “He was a very quiet type of person, but he was very jovial, too,” says Lt.
Col. Fuzi Taib of Malaysia. “Famara was not just a colleague,” adds Cpt. Jessenta Amdai of Nigeria, “Famara
was like my brother.”

Major Jammeh is survived by his wife, Fatou Gomez, and son.
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Major Mats Norhult (born 26 May, 1953), a Swedish national, was a newcomer to UNMIN, but not to the
United Nations. He first served in the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO) in 1993,
and more recently in the United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) in 2002.

Respected as much for his knowledge and experience as for his humility, he was very highly regarded by
his fellow arms monitors. “I found Major Norhult a very humble, down to earth officer,” says Lt. Col.
Habila Vintenaba of Nigeria. Major Norhult had been looking forward to his time in Nepal, according to
Major Ole Tomb of Norway, from whom he was to take over a Joint Monitoring Team. “It was supposed
to be his last Mission, so he was looking forward to staying here.”

Norhult is survived by his mother, two brothers and a sister.
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Colonel Hyung Jin Park (born 20 May, 1959), a citizen of the Republic of Korea, was a team leader in Main
Cantonment Site 2, Sindhuli. He joined UNMIN in March 2007 after a long and distinguished career in his
country’s military service as well as the United Nations, where his previous mission had been with the
United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) in 2005-6.

“Hyung Jin Park was a very loving person,” says Major Kairat Iskakov of Kazakhstan, who served on his
team. Others, too, fondly remember Col. Park as an accomplished yet approachable leader, a devoted
family man, an avid golfer, a good cook and a generous host. “Everybody liked to talk to him,” says Major

Amparika Svetasreni of Thailand. “He would always say, ‘if you need anything, just ask me’.

Col. Park is survived by his wife, Nan Soo Shin, son, Eun Seong Park and daughter, Eun Hee Park.
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Dmitry Malyshev (born 20 June, 1968) of Belarus joined Vertical-T company in 2005. He had previously
performed operations for the United Nations with the company in Sudan, Afghanistan and Kosovo. He had
logged a total of 4,800 flight hours as captain on Mi-2, Mi-8 and Mi-26 helicopters, and as co-pilot on the
Yak — 40 aircraft.

Praising Malyshev’s courage, the Belarusian edition of Komsomolskaya Pravda newspaper mentioned that
his father had also been killed in the line of duty, having been exposed to high doses of radiation flying

helicopter missions in the aftermath of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster in 1986.

Malyshev is survived by his wife, Anzhela, and son, Andrey.
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Sergey Oreshenko (born 24 April, 1962) of Russia had been a military pilot prior to joining Vertical-T
company in 1999. He had logged in excess of 4,000 flight hours, flying in Afghanistan, Sudan, Western
Sahara, Kosovo and most recently Nepal.

Colleagues from his military past say that Oreshenko was a skilled and decisive pilot, as well as a kind and
bright man who smiled a lot. Vladimir Fedorov, the deputy general director of the Vertical-T, says the
whole company had an attitude towards Sergey that was “only positive”.

Oreshenko is survived by his wife, Tatiana, and two sons Vadim and Artem.
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Nikolay Yamshchikov (born 6 April, 1964) of Russia joined Vertical-T company as a Flight Mechanic in
2005. He had logged a total of 6,500 flight hours on Mi-2 and Mi-8 helicopters, flying in India, Turkey,
Germany and Venezuela.

A highly qualified specialist, Yamshchikov was known for his bravery and excellent performance. Remem-
bering him from Afghanistan in 2005, Sergiy lllarionov, a Russian Senior Planning Officer at UNMIN, says,
“Nikolay was not only a professional engineer, but a very friendly person as well. He always had a good
sense of humor and was highly respected by his colleagues and friends.”

Yamshchikov is survived by his wife Tatiana and son Alexandr.
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Evgeny Alexandrov (born 9 April, 1954) had worked for the Vertical-T company for seven years. Alexei
Zatynaichenko, deputy director of the company says that Alexandrov was very responsible and hard
working. Oleg Kazantsev, UNMIN Aviation Officer, fondly remembers an old UN cap Alexandrov used
to wear as a reminder of his days in Angola. He was a member of the very close-knit helicopter crew. The
official police investigation concluded that Evgeny took his own life.

Evgeny Alexandrov died on 8 March. He is survived by his wife lvanovna, son Dmitry, who is also a pilot,
and daughter Ekaterina.
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Message from Srgjan Kerim, President of the
United Nations General Assembly UN HQ,
New York

Please accept on behalf of the General Assembly
and myself, my deepest condolences. It was with
the deepest sadness that | learned of the tragic
helicopter accident claiming the lives of seven
UNMIN personnel and three crew members.
Please convey my condolences to the families of
the victims as well as to your entire staff over the
tragic loss of their colleagues.

In a statement | have issued | noted that this
accident once again reminded us and proved
that UN personnel operated in very dangerous
conditions and faced a multitude of risks while
performing their daily duties. For this, they deserve
our full support.

It is in this spirit that | would like to commend
you and your staff for taking on the daily
challenges of your duties which will require an
added courage to cope with this tragedy. Please
accept the assurances of my highest consideration.
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Message from Ban Ki-moon,
Secretary-General of the United Nations

To memorial ceremony for staff
of the United Nations Mission in Nepal
who perished in helicopter crash

Members of the victims’ families,
Colleagues and friends,

It is with profound sorrow that | send you my
condolences as you honour those who died in the
tragic helicopter accident two weeks ago. My heart
goes out to the families and loved ones of those
who perished, and to UNMIN staff who have lost
irreplaceable colleagues and friends.

The loss of these courageous and dedicated
individuals was a terrible blow to the entire United
Nations family. Their commitment and
professionalism will never be forgotten. Reading
the hundreds of condolences that have poured in
from around the world, | am struck by the tributes
to the many qualities of these colleagues, who are
described as respectful and loyal, caring and kind.

Your sadness is shared by all the UN family, but felt
most acutely in UNMIN. As one colleague put it, “To
have served with and known colleagues Lt. Col. Bhim
Bahadur Gurung, Rabindra Khaniya, Rajesh Maharjan,
Col. Hyung Jin Park, Lt. Col. Sondang Irawan, Maj.
Famara Jammeh, Maj. Mats Norhult, Dmitry Malysheyv,
Nikolay Yamshchikov and Sergey Oreshenko was an
honour.”

May the exceptional men we lost on 3 March 2008
rest in peace. Let us all, families and colleagues, be
proud of their service. Even as we mourn their passing,
let us rededicate ourselves to realizing lasting peace in
Nepal. This will be the best tribute to their memory, a
legacy that will stand for generations to come.
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Message from Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala

H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon
Secretary General
United Nations

New York

March 5, 2008
Excellency,

Itis with a profound sense of grief that | received the sad information about the loss of
lives of the staff and the officials of a helicopter which was carrying them on an official
mission from the Eastern Nepal.

I would like to express my deep condolences to you and the bereaved families at the
demise of the dedicated staff and officials of UNMIN. I am particularly shocked at it, as
it is the first casualty of the UNMIN mission here. Let me take this opportunity to
applaud the selfless devotion and the spirit of service with which these staff and officials
had dedicated themselves to the fulfilment of the objective of the mission.

UNMIN has been an important partner in consolidating peace and stability in Nepal
through its contributions in the mandated areas. | would like to inform you that the
Government and people of Nepal are determined to continue on the path of peace
process by holding elections to the Constituent Assembly on the stipulated time, i.e.
10th of April 2008, in order also not to let their contributions go in vain.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurance of my highest consideration.
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Message from lan Martin, Special Representative of the
Secretary-General in Nepal

The accident on 3 March 2008 in Ramechhap was a tragedy for the
United Nations Mission in Nepal and the United Nations family as
awhole. Our hearts go out to the families of each of our colleagues
and crew members who lost their lives in this accident, Lieutenant
Colonel Bhim Bahadur Gurung, Rabindra Khaniya, Rajesh Maharjan,
Lieutenant Colonel Sondang Irawan, Major Famara Jammeh, Colonel
Hyung Jin Park, Major Mats Norhult, Dmitry Malyshev, Sergey
Oreshenko and Nikolay Yamshchikov.

We also offer our condolences to the family and friends of engineer
Evgeny Alexandrov.

Since the day of the tragic accident, condolences have continued to
pour in to UNMIN, expressing sympathy to us but most of all to the
families of all those who died.

The condolences expressed by Nepalis have come from Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala and senior government officials, and
also from many ordinary citizens, previously unknown to UNMIN.
They have expressed their shock at our tragedy and their appreciation
of the role of UNMIN, including of those who have lost their lives
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working to support peace and stability in Nepal.

Condolences have been expressed at the highest levels of the United
Nations system - by the President of the General Assembly on behalf
of all Member States, and by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. Other
governments and UN workers from around the world have reached
out to offer their support during this difficult time as well.

There are three themes repeatedly expressed in those condolences.
First, heartfelt feelings for the families of those who died. Second, the
conviction that the United Nations is itself a family, and that colleagues
who never met the deceased nevertheless feel their loss deeply. And
third, the recognition that they died serving the cause of peace in
Nepal, and that the best way to commemorate them is to commit
ourselves to continue that task.

With deep sorrow, UNMIN will remember our colleagues and
honour their memories by continuing to work to sustain peace in

Nepal.

May their souls rest in peace.
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